1 Introduction : As the terms Aksobhya or Abhirati are mentioned in many Mahayana scriptures1), we can assume that the Buddha Aksobhya and his eastern buddhafield Abhirati were quite popular when they were composed. Although most of the texts use these two words without any explanations, only a few of them provide any details : the *Aksobhyavyuha-sutra (AV) 2), the main and oldest text which is fully devoted to explaining the Buddha Aksobhya's career and the merits of Abhirati, the early Prajnaparamita-sutra group (e. g. Astasahasrika Prajnaparamita-sutra (AstP)), the Vimalakirtinirdesa-sutra (Vn), the Saddharmapundarika-sutra (Sp), the Karunapundarika-sutra (Kp) and the Mahaparinirvana-sutra (Mp). In this paper, I would like to examine the latter five texts to see how Mahayana scriptures besides Av describe the cult of Aksobhya and the universe (lokadhatu) Abhirati. I used the Sanskrit edition primarily, or the oldest Tibetan and Chinese translations when a Sanskrit text has not survived to the present.
2 Astasahasrika Prajnaparamita-sutra : AstP is one of the earliest Mahayana scriptures, and is known as the first to use the term mahayana. The Larger Sukhavativyuha is also a famous early Mahayana scripture written about the Buddha Amitabha (or Amitayus) and his buddha-field (buddhaksetra). AstP never refers to the Buddha Amitabha (or Amitayus), whereas the Larger Sukhavativyuha does not mention the perfection of wisdom (prajnaparamita). Thus they are assumed to be in a different group at the very beginning of the Mahayana Buddhism. The term Aksobhya is quoted in Chap. 19,27, and 28. 2.1 Chap. 19 Gangadevibhaginiparivarta Vaidya [1960a] 180,21-181,28: Chap. 19 describes Gangadevi's vows (pranidhanas) and her prediction (vyakarana). Here, the universe Abhirati is referred to as the locus of Gangadevi's rebirth. After hearing Sakyamuni's teachings, such as "the bodhisattva who searches for the prajnaparamta -937- -936- Hearing this fact, the whole audience desired to behold the universe Abhirati, so
Vimalakirti picked it up in his right hand by his miraculous power. It contains its watery base, its Cakravada Mountains, its Mount Sumeru, and its abodes of Brahma up to its Akanista heaven. The Tathagata Aksobhya seated in the middle of the assembly vast as an ocean, teaching the Dharma. The gods and the living beings are coming and going by ladders with three jewels raised from its earth to its Trayatrimsa heaven. The Buddha Sakyamuni suggested his audience train themselves in all the bodhisattva-practices of Aksobhya if one wishes to gain such a buddhafield. Finally, Vimalakirti returned the universe Abhirati exactly to its former place.
The cult of Aksobhya in Vn :
Comparing with AstP, Vn has further information about the circumstances of the universe Abhirati than its bodhisattva-practices. Thus
Vn places a high value on the universe Abhirati itself which is very pure, but not on its bodhisattva-practices. Since the universe Abhirati is Vimalakirti's birthplace, we can conclude that Vn used the. cult of Aksobhya for praising Vimalakirti who dared to reborn in this impure universe Saha. (Abbreviations) AstP = Astdsdhasrikd Prajndpdramita-sutra, Av = Aksobhyavyuha-sutra, Kp = Karundpundarika-sutra, Mp = Mahdparinirvana-sutra, P = Peking Edition, Sp = Saddharmapundarika-sutra, T. = Taisho Tripitakas Vn = Vimalakirtinirdesa-sutra. 
